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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE April 2019 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Welcome to the 2019 season!  Your BCTC Board is thrilled to welcome you back to the 
Club – from the tennis and socials, from our friends and families to Memorial Day, 
Labor Day and every day in between.  2019 promises to be another great season at the 
Club, and your Board is working hard to ensure you and your families have a safe, 
healthy, enjoyable, and fun time at BCTC.  
 
This year we decided to disseminate the newsletter via email. We estimate that by going 
green and eliminating physical mailings we will save several hundred dollars.  In most 
cases, we have used the email address found on last season’s renewal/application 
notices.  If your contact information has changed since last season, please note those 
changes when you mail in your 2019 dues payment. We have been fortunate because  in 
the past several years we haven’t had to raise dues.  In order to keep the BCTC 
operating and looking great, we had to increase the dues this year by $35 for single 
memberships and couples membership. However, if you send your payment in before 
May 1st, the increase will just be $10 more than in 2018. For next season, we will also 
be looking into credit card payments for membership through the website.   
 
We have an exciting 2019 season ahead of us with plenty of new ideas to try to continue 
to increase our membership and encourage the participation of our club members in all 
our sponsored club activities. We will be partnering with different organizations in and 
around Berks County that share a common interest. These partnerships will hopefully 
further promote the growth of the club. As we get further into the season, we can 
elaborate on what those partnerships will be and how it will benefit the BCTC. 



 
We are thrilled and fortunate to welcome another tennis Pro this season whom I feel will 
drive even more tennis players to join the club. Berks counties very own Rick Aubin will 
be joining the BCTC family as a teaching Pro through the 2019 season. Having played 
tennis since I was 6 years old and being quite familiar with the tennis scene in Berks 
County, I believe Rick will be a major asset to the BCTC. Along with Jen, Rick will 
enhance what our membership already knows- that our club is outstanding at providing 
an exceptional learning environment and fostering the love of the sport. I want to make 
sure that our membership knows that having two working pros at our club will not 
hinder any member’s playing time throughout the season. The board invites members to 
come to us if they feel this becomes an issue in the 2019 season. When you see Rick 
around the club this spring, feel free to welcome him to the BCTC Family.  If you don’t 
know Rick, we have included a brief bio below.  
 
Rick Aubin is a USPTA tennis professional coming to us from The Berkshire Country 
Club. Rick and his wife Jen teach tennis in Florida each winter. Rick had a distinguished 
junior and collegiate career highlighted by two State High School singles 
championships as well as sectional and national USTA success. Rick played collegiate 
tennis at The University of Kansas and Flagler College on full scholarship. It was at 
Flagler when he met his wife Jen. Rick and Jen have run one of the most successful 
junior programs in Berks history with numerous county champs, ranked players and 
scholarship athletes rising up through their programs since the 1990’s through the 
current day. Rick is a USPTA 25+yrs member who has worked in all facets of the game 
from instructor to club owner. His unique qualifications allow him to serve all of your 
tennis needs. 

Please contact Rick for prices and further info at: 
(386)490-3613 or rickaubin2@gmail.com 

 
Career Highlights: 
*Ranked in the top ten of the Missouri Valley Section (5 state area) 
*Championship in all age groups ( 12’s through 18’s) 
*Two-time 6A Kansas High School State Champion (1980-1981) 
*Achieved National Ranking, Boys 18’s 
*Quarterfinalist Boys 18 Doubles National Championship: Kalamazoo, MI 
*Kansas University #1 tennis player-scholarship athlete (1982) 
*Won 37 consecutive Men’s Open Doubles matches (1983) 
*Flagler College scholarship athlete (1983-1985) 
*NAIA Honorable Mention – All American (1984-1985) 

 

mailto:rickaubin2@gmail.com


I also would like to take opportunity to welcome new board members: Aleko Zeppos, 
Susan Pollack Esposito and Darcie Hite Saar. New board members mean new ideas. As 
we prepare for the season, we are thinking outside the box and planning for new events. 
We hope to see you on Opening Day or at some of our fun events throughout the 
season.   We are, however, always looking for ways to improve the Club experience, and 
we are excited to share those ideas with you in the months to come. 
Please continue to visit us on the website, Facebook, Instagram and check the calendar 
of events.  We thank you, our members, for making the Club the great place that it is – 
the place where we will spend countless hours this summer living and laughing. We 
welcome our new members and wish everyone a great 2019. 
Here’s to the Club and Summer 2019! 
 
Eric Donahue 
President 
 

 
 
A Greeting from Our Directors of Tennis  
 
Happy Springtime! 
 
The nice weather is on the horizon, so that means BCTC is getting ready to open for the 
66th season. I’m excited to get started and to be offering many new and fun events as 
well as continuing some successful past events. 
 
As Eric mentioned in his President’s letter, we are so happy and fortunate to have Rick, 
with all the talent and expertise he brings, joining us at the club to enhance your BCTC 
experience. As some of you may know, he has occasionally helped out in the spring and 
fall, but now we will be combining for what we are confident will be the top tennis 
experience in Berks County. 
 
We have worked together on and off the court for over 30 years building successful 
junior and adult programming here in Pennsylvania and over the winters in Florida. Rick 
and I will be working hard to ensure that each member gets the tennis programming 
they are looking for including lessons, events, and competitive/social match play. 
Keep an eye on the website, on Facebook, and for emails from me regarding the 
club/court opening status. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you, 



Jen (& Rick, too)   
 

SOCIALS / UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS: 

 

 

 Just a glimpse at what’s being planned for May:  

-A Cinco de Mayo bring a friend to play “Open House” 
-World Cup of Tennis (one day tournament) 
-French Open Brunch 
 

Look for flyers posted at the club, emails, or info on our website: 
www.berkscountytennisclub.com 

 
Follow us on Facebook at “Berks County Tennis Club” for all the latest information.  
Please keep an eye out for future dates to be announced for additional weekly and 
special events.  We welcome your ideas for additional social opportunities. There is one 
last, but important point. Jen and/or Rick Aubin will be present and will help facilitate 
round robin play. So, if you’re wondering whether tennis will be played, the answer is 
YES!! Come dressed for play.  
 

****We welcome your ideas for additional social opportunities.****  
 

Directory/Phone List For 2019: 
The 2019 roster with phone numbers will be available as soon as all the dues are 
received. Please note any change in your telephone number when paying your dues by 
May 1, 2019. Also, don’t forget to include your email address on the application so you 
can receive updates and reminders from Jen. Please remember to pay your dues by 
May 1st to receive the best pricing and so your name appears on the roster.  

http://www.berkscountytennisclub.com/


 

 
 

2019 BCTC Junior Tennis News 
 BCTC Tennis Directors and USPTA Professionals, Rick-n-Jen Aubin, run an outstanding 
junior tennis program throughout the season. Jen is a former national collegiate Rolex 
semi-finalist, President’s Award recipient and Flagler College Hall of Fame inductee also 
reaching a career high #5 national ranking. Rick is a 2x Kansas State H.S singles 
champion and was the #1 player for The University of Kansas. A couple on and off the 
court for over 30 yrs, they have enjoyed stellar coaching careers in both Berks Co. and 
Central Florida. County, District & State champions are products of their programs. 
Whether your youngster is trying tennis for the first time or has competitive aspirations, 
Rick-n-Jen will use their expertise and experience to motivate each student to reach his or 
her individual potential in a structured, positive and fun atmosphere. 

 

****SPRING AND FALL***** 
WEEKLY CLINIC OPTIONS: 
**NEW** Future Stars: (5-7 years) Tuesdays & Wednesdays 4-5 PM 
Beginners & Intermediates: Monday & Thursday 4-5 PM & Saturday 10-11 AM 
High School Level Players: Monday & Thursday 5-6:30 PM & Saturday 11 AM - 12:30 
PM 

 
SUMMER CAMP: 
**NEW** EVERY WEEK, ALL SUMMER LONG 
**NEW**Two Special Tennis & Stem Camps (9AM- 12PM) 

(Click hyperlinks above or go to our website or Facebook page to access the summer 
camp flyers for details.  Please fill out this Google form to register for the Tennis and 

STEM Camp. 
 
 CLINICS: 
 (4-person minimum):  1 hr clinic: $15.00Mbr (guests, $20)  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1We3Hc2vh8LD3uzCW-rWZl3Q6cNAul655aGto1Yyyy_w/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.berkscountytennisclub.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19kqqe2-K5rIA9mQZx_yDyaSlpbvKg0sXaHlJzTXfYC4
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19kqqe2-K5rIA9mQZx_yDyaSlpbvKg0sXaHlJzTXfYC4


       1.5hr clinic: $20.00Mbr (guests, $25)  

 
PRIVATE LESSONS:  
Private lessons work best in combo with clinics to provide the most efficacious path 
towards improvement. Contact Jen or Rick to schedule your individual time. 

-1 Hour Lessons:  $60 member / $65 guests  
-30 Minute Lessons:  $35 member / $40 guests  

 
* Pay by check? Please make checks out to: Rick-n-Jen, Inc. 

 
For a junior player’s ultimate development (in addition to great instruction) a BCTC Jr 
membership is encouraged in order to gain free court time, match play,  and access to 
participate in club events. 
 
**Clinics begin approximately the 1st week of May 2019 and will conclude in November 
of 2019 (exact ending date to be determined).  
* Fall clinic schedule begins AFTER Labor Day (*no clinics first week of school). 
For more information on clinic, Jr. Membership registration or to confirm the 
appropriate class for your child please contact:  

Jen Aubin   Club House (610)775-1155,  
Cell (386) 795-2632 
bctc4@earthlink.net  

Rick Aubin  Cell (386)490-3613   
(Please check with Jen, the website, or Facebook as clinic days and times are 

subject to change with the seasons or as they evolve.)  
      

mailto:bctc4@earthlink.net


 
 

ABOVE AND BEYOND:  

Thank you to all the donors to the BCTC 2018 Wish List that helped improve or beautify 
the club, last season: 
Carl Constein, Ron Leymeister, Pottieger family, Berger family, Masano family, Eric 
Donahue, Lisa Hvizda, Mary and Frank Gutekunst, Pollack family, Doug and Ann White, 
Bill Sweet, Phil Fraley, Charley and Wendy Fisher, Ernie Speros, Meade Remley, Jim 
Rothstein, Zahid Awan and John Elder. 
 
Your 2018 dues and donations of supplies accomplished:  
-Paint for bathrooms, office, vestibule (walls and ceiling fixed), clubhouse, bleachers, 
picnic tables, fence poles,  
-Paint for court lines on the lil’ court and the hitting wall (also power washed) 
-Shelves were built 
-New microwave in clubhouse 
-Stepping stones 
-Steps going to down the hill to Court 1 were built 
-Security camera system installed overlooking the parking lot 
-Donated: ping pong table and picnic table 
 

WISH LIST  2019 
The annual dues collected seasonally cover the only the following annual expenses: 
Insurance, Utilities, Court Maintenance, Lawn Care, and Salaries. There is very little 
money left for additional expenses that arise from year to year. The Board has compiled 
a wish list of items that need attention. Along with your membership dues, if you are 
able to include a little extra money to go towards improvements to the items on the list, 
it would be a tremendous help. Please indicate on the memo line of your check the 
item to which you want to contribute:  

 



BCTC Wish List: 
-New Court Lines 

-New Clubhouse Carpet 
-Plaque Engraving 

-Paint/Stain 
-New Nets and Windscreens 

-Ball Machine 
 
Ernie Speros has AGAIN graciously agreed to cover the expense and the upkeep of the 
flowers at the club this season. The flowers truly make the club look beautiful all season 
long. Thanks Ernie!! 

  
 

2019 BCTC Board of Directors 
CLUB PROS:   

Jen Aubin 386-795-2632   
Rick Aubin 386-490-3613  

CLUB MANAGER:  
Bob LaHoda 610-816-1054  

OFFICERS:   
Eric Donahue, President 484-638-3802  
Sandy Reese, Treasurer 484-955-2947  

OTHER DIRECTORS:  
Steve Pottieger 610-796-0804  
Lisa Hvizda 610-207-9240  

                        Aleko Zeppos 215-620-9566  
Susan Pollack Esposito 610-781-3630  
Darcie Saar 610-207-6070 

 



Club Operating Hours  
The courts will be available for play weather permitting and at the manager’s discretion: 

* Spring through summer: 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM.  
* Labor Day and into November the hours are 8 AM until just shy of dusk  

In case of inclement weather, please check our website or call the club and the status of 
the courts will be on the answering machine. Members should understand that certain 
daily maintenance activities (watering/rolling/minor court repair) must be 
accomplished. These activities will normally be performed prior to 8 AM and/or after the 
courts close each night. HOWEVER, the courts will be closed EVERYDAY for mid-day 
maintenance from 1:30 PM to 2:30 PM. Courts will be brushed and watered at that time, 
as necessary, to make the courts playable for afternoon and evening play. WHEN THE 
“COURTS CLOSED” SIGN IS POSTED EITHER ON THE COURTS OR ON THE WEBSITE, 
PLEASE RESPECT THAT DECISION.  
  

Club Opening and Closing Dates  
Weather is always the big factor but the courts should be ready for play in early May. We 
will send out an email when the courts are actually open. You can also check the 
website, Facebook  or call the club to check the answering machine for a status report. 
There will be an Annual Meeting at the Tennis Club the end of October and the last day 
to play for the 2019 season will be announced in November, determined by the weather.  
 

Club Clean-up  
“Clean-up Day” is generally dependent on the nets and equipment being up and out of 
the clubhouse and closets. The tentative date is set for Saturday, April 27th at 9:30 
AM. We will keep you posted and confirm the date through email and by posting it on 
the website and our Facebook page. We will have coffee and donuts for those coming 
to help spruce up the grounds, bathrooms and club house before we open. Any help is 
appreciated!! 

 
 



 UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS: 
Just a glimpse at what’s being planned for May:  
-A Cinco de Mayo bring a friend to play “Open House” 
-World Cup of Tennis (one day tournament) 
-French Open Brunch 
 
Look for flyers posted at the club, emails, or info on our website: 
www.berkscountytennisclub.com 
Follow us on Facebook at “Berks County Tennis Club” for all the latest information.  
Please keep an eye out for future dates to be announced for additional weekly and 
special events.  
 

****We welcome your ideas for additional social opportunities.****   
 

Directory/Phone List For 2019  
The 2019 roster with phone numbers will be available as soon as all the dues are 
received. Please note any change in your telephone number when paying your dues by 
May 1, 2019. Don’t forget to include your email address on the application so you can 
receive updates and reminders from Jen. Please remember to pay your dues by May 1st 
to receive the best pricing and so your name appears on the roster.  
 

Membership Dues For 2019 
 Single Membership $375    **$350 if paid by May 1st, 2019** 
Couple Membership $475    **$450 if paid by May 1st, 2019**  
Family Membership $530  
Intermediate (Age 19-26) $200  
Junior Membership (6th grade through high school) 

 $150 (1st child)...$75 (2nd Child)...$50 (3rd Child) 
Child Membership (5th grade and below) $60 (1st child)...$35 (2nd child) 
 You can access the 2019 Membership Form online by clicking this link: 2019 BCTC 
Membership Registration Form or download the printable form to mail in with your 
check.  
 
 

BCTC Rules and Regulations  

http://www.berkscountytennisclub.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KW5VbZ5I7kNyKNccHGKMzuciC5ADusru22frVRAafqU
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1KW5VbZ5I7kNyKNccHGKMzuciC5ADusru22frVRAafqU
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yidDSvCiXTTcSODTgP-liDi-rrdmGcLw/view?usp=drivesdk


We anticipate that 2019 will be another great year at the club. We expect everyone to 
continue working together and making new friends on the courts. Jen Aubin, along with 
Rick Aubin will continue to conduct Junior Clinics and Camps in the afternoons, as well 
as giving private lessons. Camp dates will be posted at the club in a timely manner. As 
always, we ask for your patience and respect for each other and everyone’s right to play, 
regardless of membership class. It is important to note that any member, including 
junior members, can play any time a court is open and available. Jen and Rick will 
always have first priority for reserving courts when scheduling clinics or private lessons. 
Such reservations will be clearly marked on the court sign-in board each morning. For 
clarification purposes, junior members are defined as young ladies and gentlemen who 
have not reached the age of 19. Dependent children under a family membership are 
defined as young ladies and gentlemen who have not reached the age of 21. Last 
season an Intermediate membership was added for ladies and gentlemen between the 
ages of 19-26.  
 
As a reminder, the following are “rules and regulations” for play in 2019:  
• 1-1/2 hours playing time will be enforced for singles or doubles when members are 
waiting to play. There is no grace period prior to starting time.  
• When a member has had 1-1/2 or more hours of playing time in any one day, he/she 
should immediately give way to any new arrival.  
• Foursomes may take on new members, subject in all cases to the time limits of play of 
the original players.  
• Members must register their guests and pay the guest fee PRIOR TO PLAY. 
Registration involves writing your guest’s name and date of play in the sign-in register in 
the vestibule. The guest fee is $10.00 and payment should be placed in the envelopes 
provided and deposited in the “Drop Box” on the wall. The envelopes should show the 
guest’s name and date of play. An individual may play as a guest a maximum of three 
(3) times per playing season. A houseguest of a member may play a maximum of eight 
(8) times, subject to payment of guest fees.  
• REMEMBER: Members CANNOT sign up for a court until ALL players in the group are 
present.  
• When all courts are in use, waiting groups are requested to sign up for the next 
available court by using the little chalkboard next to the “big” sign-in board. Priority as to 
“who gets the next available court(s)” will be based on that chalkboard list.  
 

2018 Club Champions  
Not all the divisions were completed before season’s end, however, Congratulation are 
in order to the winners of our 2018 Club Men’s “B” Doubles Championship:  



Zahid Awan and Ron Ruffer.   
 

 


